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Photo Courtesy: Florian Gagnepain/Unsplash When you think of the creativity and imagination that goes into making video games, it’s natural to assume the process is unbelievably hard, but it may be easier than you think if you have a knack for programming, coding and design. If you’ve never tried to develop any of those skills before, you might be
surprised at your undiscovered talent. The resources and tools you need to test your skills and start making your own games are more accessible than ever before, and some options are completely free. First, make sure you have a good computer with some processing power and the right software. After that, let your creative juices flow to navigate
from great idea to killer game. Still uncertain? Check out these tips to help you get started.Brainstorm IdeasBefore you start thinking about the technical elements, you need to take some time to think about the type of game you want to make. Do you want to create a 2D role-playing game, a 3D action-adventure game or some sort of puzzle or
strategy game? Think about what you want your game to look like and how you want it to feel as you play. This gives you a good starting point for outlining your game and creating a design document — a critical device for organizing all the details of the game. Photo Courtesy: Screen Post/Unsplash Once you have a good visual of the basic concept, do
some research to determine the skills needed to create the game you envision. Depending on your goals, you might need to take a course to master computer skills that you need to complete the job. For example, many options are available — both paid and free — to teach you skills like C# programming and the processes for creating 2D and 3D
design elements.Evaluate Your Need for a Computer UpgradeUnfortunately, there’s no hard and fast rule when it comes to the computing power needed to create video games. If you’re just starting out and learning the ropes, using the computer you already have is probably fine for creating simple games, especially if it’s the computer you use for
gaming. In general, experts recommend using a computer with integrated graphics and a Core i5 or better central processing unit (CPU). Keep in mind, faster CPUs mean faster compile and render times. Photo Courtesy: Cecilie_Arcurs/E+/Getty Images Additionally, at least 8 gigabytes of random access memory (RAM) is necessary to ensure your
system can handle the necessary multitasking that goes with game creation. In terms of storage capacity, a computer with a solid-state drive (SSD) with at least 1 terabyte of space is ideal. If you decide to upgrade — now or in the future — consider investing in a computer that’s recognized as a good choice for graphic design and game design. A few
of the top contenders include Apple iMac Pro, Microsoft Surface Studio, Acer Aspire All-in-One (AIO) and HP Pavilion Gaming PCs.Consider Game Design SoftwareDepending on your skill level and the complexity of the game you want to create, you may need software to help you do the job. If you’re creating a very simple mobile game, you might be
able to successfully complete it using a compiler and a code editor, but if you’re interested in creating a more detailed, advanced game, you will probably need game design tools to help you through the process. Photo Courtesy: krisanapong detraphiphat/Moment/Getty Images Some of the best game design tools are completely free, including
GameMaker Studio 2, which gives you the power of game development combined with the ease and speed of a drag and drop system — no coding needed. Other popular options include Unity, a tool you can use for two-dimensional and three-dimensional game creation. Some game design and development software can be expensive, so be sure to
keep your budget in mind when you’re browsing for the option that will work best for you. Additionally, game design software may have computer RAM and processor requirements of its own, so keep your computer’s specifications in mind when choosing software to make sure you pick one that is compatible with the computer you have.Just Press
StartOnce you’ve done the groundwork to prepare for tackling the challenge of game creation, you’re ready to take the next step and start coding the game. Once you complete that phase, you will need to test your game thoroughly. You can expect to find bugs and glitches, especially on your first attempt, that must be removed or corrected. This
phase can take as many hours as the original creation of the game. Photo Courtesy: Florian Olivo/Unsplash After eliminating all the bugs, the final version of the game is ready to play. If all you ever wanted was your own game for yourself and your friends, then your job is done. If you want to market the game to others, then you will need to develop a
marketing plan that focuses on the best ways to get the word out to lots of gamers. Creating your own website where people can download it is one obvious option, but if the game is a mobile game, your best chance of success is to list it on Google Play and Apple’s App Store and then actively promote it. MORE FROM QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET
Photo Courtesy: Gallo Images/Getty Images Gaming is a billion dollar industry, but you don’t have to spend a penny to play some of the best games online. As long as you have a computer, you have access to hundreds of games for free. From MMOs to RPGs to racing games, check out 14 of the best free online games.Star Wars: The Old Republic Star
Wars: The Old Republic received a lukewarm response when it launched in 2011, but several changes since then have significantly opened up the appeal of the game. While the most obvious tweak was a shift to a limited free-to-play model less than a year after release, there have been a lot of more subtle changes that are good news for everyone.
Photo Courtesy: Joe Klamar/Getty Images Only interested in the story? You can comfortably play solo all the way up to level 60. Do you love PvP action? You can skip all the way to level 60 upon character creation. Best of all, you no longer need to spend money to avoid endless grinding. There’s never been a better time to visit a galaxy far, far
away.Alien Swarm Alien Swarm is a free online game available from Valve that pits you and up to three friends against alien monsters. While the game is admittedly dated at this point — it was released in 2010 — it continues to have an active fan base. If the numerous classes, weapons, characters and areas get old, you can always use the included
map generation tool and mod kit to create your own dream bug hunt.League of Legends League of Legends has been around for more than a decade, and it’s still going strong. Players must work together to dominate the map in a fantasy world, and the game takes skill and practice — not to mention good teammates — to master. League of Legends
tournaments are popular e-Sport events, so if you’d like to watch the pros go at it before trying the game out for yourself, you certainly can. Photo Courtesy: Chesnot/Getty Images Impressively, League of Legends has been so successful that its maker, Riot Studios, has had little need to put out other titles. It wasn’t until 2019, a full decade after
League of Legends‘ release, that Riot Studios put out its second game, Teamfight Tactics.Dota 2 Similar to League of Legends, Dota 2 is a multiplayer online battle arena (MOBA) game with players competing for control of a map. While the mod can trace its origins to a mod made for Warcraft III called Defense of the Ancients (commonly abbreviated
DotA), Dota 2 is a game in its own right. Photo Courtesy: Suzi Pratt/Getty Images While the game remains one of the biggest names in e-sports, Dota 2 has seen a decline in player numbers since its release in 2013. For regular players looking for a free game to enjoy, however, Dota 2 is still a good time.Forza Motorsport 6 Apex RPGs and MOBAs
aren’t for everyone. Forza Motorsport 6 Apex is a free online racing game that’s essentially a slimmed down version of Forza Motorsport 6 for the Xbox One. While you only have six tracks to choose from, they’re the same as the original game, and you have your choice of sixty cars to race on them with some truly phenomenal graphics. In fact, the
main downside of the game is simply that you need a powerful computer to run it at maximum graphic settings.Fortnite Battle Royale Fortnite Battle Royale took off to become possibly the most popular game of 2018, and in doing so, it reinvigorated the battle royal game genre, with competitors like Call of Duty: Warzone soon springing up in its
wake. Players engage in an epic battle to be the last one standing in a game of intense yet zany combat gun and melee combat. Online play is possible through PC, Xbox One, PlayStation 4, iOS and Android devices.Photo Courtesy: Bloomberg/Getty Images Hearthstone: Heroes of Warcraft Hearthstone: Heroes of Warcraft is a free online game
modeled after the Magic: The Gathering card game. It has a basic rule set that’s easy to learn but difficult to master. While knowledge of the greater Warcraft universe can make the cards themselves more enjoyable, no knowledge of previous games is necessary to enjoy Hearthstone. Unlike some free online card games, you also don’t need to spend
money to have a competitive deck. CC0/EvanLee/Pixabay Lord of the Rings Online Lord of the Rings Online may have been released in 2007, but while many other MMOs from that time have fallen by the wayside, this game continues on, in part because it appeals to hardcore fans. For Tolkien enthusiasts, the game is almost a Middle Earth theme
park that you can visit from the comfort of your own home Photo Courtesy: @lotro/Twitter While some content does require a purchase, you can earn most of it for free with a bit of patience. Considering the rewards are fighting orcs in Mordor and protecting pies from hungry hobbits in equal measure, the rewards are well-worth it. Pinball Arcade
While there are many pinball games out there to choose from, Pinball Arcade is special in that it attempts to recreate actual pinball machines so that you can play them from the comfort of your home. The base game on Steam comes with Frankenstein, Flight 2000, Ripleys, Starship Troopers and Star Trek Vengeance Premium tables, and you can pay
for more if you enjoy the game enough. Additionally, other versions of the game have been released for Xbox 360, Xbox One, Playstation 3, Playstation 4, Android and iOS phones and more. MORE FROM QUESTIONSANSWERED.NET
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